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PROGRAM

MONDAY,
09 NOVEMBER 2020

OPENING SESSION

Welcome and introduction
to the workshop

15 SESSION

Artisanal traditions, alchemy,
and materiality in Byzantium

I. Artistic techniques and alchemical
practice

II. The Greek treatise on goldsmithing
(Par. gr. 2327) revisited:

A project of the Leibniz-Science
Campus Mainz "Byzantium between
Orient and Occident"

TUESDAY,
10 NOVEMBER 2020

Receiving, commenting, compiling,
developing: Key-authors and the
evolution of the Greek alchemical
tradition in Byzantium

3% SESSION

Cultural crossroads: Byzantium,
the East, and the West

CLOSING OF THE WORKSHOP

* Eastern European Time (UTC +2) Zone



ALCHEMY IN BYZANTIUM:
A RESEARCH FIELD ON THE RISE

The study of alchemy in Byzantium has been advancing during the last few
decades, as indicated by the gradual increase in the number of publications,
research projects, and doctoral dissertations that examine (or include the
examination of) alchemical topics in a Byzantine context. This workshop is
the first scientific event that focuses exclusively on alchemy in Byzantium
and delves systematically into various of its dimensions. It builds on the dy-
namics of the field, aiming to provide an interdisciplinary platform for dis-
cussion between scholars specializing in Byzantine alchemy and scholars
from diverse fields whose knowledge and insights will substantially aid the
understanding of the peculiarities of alchemy in Byzantium.

The workshop is an activity of the research project “Alchemy in Byzantium” of
the Institute of Historical Research, National Hellenic Research Foundation
(coordinator: Gerasimos Merianos). It is also the first of a series of scientific
events on the history of alchemy, labeled “Alchemical Dialogues”, an initia-
tive undertaken in collaboration with Matteo Martelli, University of Bologna.
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