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‘Onwg yvwpilete 16 toveninG %0ATOC &YeL EmrvodosL &6 Tig
16.3.1983 v Awebvii Zoufaon yid wijv [lpootooio T Hayrdouac IToAti-
otriis xai Pvowxiic Kinoovouidg (Unesco Iapion 1972).

'O Nadg tiig Aylac 100 G0t Topiag Bepuehiddnxe dnd tév Xowotiavs
Avtoxpatoga Tovotviavd, eyxawvidobnxre v 27" Aexeupoiov tod 537 u.X.
rai mpooeiobnue dg ydEog Exxlnolootiris hatgelag, dpLepwuévog oti So-
pia 100 Oeof, Tév Incod Xouotd. Ilpdxertar yié doLoTovpynua QEYLTEXTO-
Virflg peyahouiog ral eivar mayxooping didonuog dg Eva xat’ EEOYNY uvn-
ueto 1ot Xowotovino® ITohtiopot. ‘H GEla tov mogouével oinoupeviny é-
mewdn 6 Xolomavionds Exer Dmepedviny xal oixovpeviny dxtivoporio.

Metd 16 1453 6 Noadg tiig Aylag Togiog petatodnnue of lohound té-
Uevog. Ame t6 1573 6 Noadg the Aviac Togiog »ai 16 oroyeio tov dnéoty-
oov @Bopés dnd 16 ‘VBwuaviré Kodtog (ataoto0pn YoLoTIoviX®Y 0ToL-
xeloV 100 Naod, arogihwon i émxdloyn yneidwtdy, névdvon tolywy pué
lohaund potiBa moorewévor vé radvpBotv ol yoLoTIOVIRES ayloypopleg)
nal 1Ro0BTxeg, HoyeTeg Ué TGV TEOOELOUG TOY Elye HATE TEV YOGVO dvéyep-
o1ig Tov (LEooOYxN Hvaédwy, mEoobixy iohauxiy ovufdhmv Xarigndwv
016 E0mTEQEIS TOU NatoD), TEOXEWEVOY VA YoNoomonOel ¢ iohaund té-
uevos. H yonon adti anéBrene va ovuBolrioer molitind Ty ®otdxrTnon tic
Kavotavuivoimoing dnd toig ‘Obwpovoic.

Mé anépoon tot Ymovpyxot ZvpuBoviiov tig Tovexiag Tiic 24™ No-
eupolov 1934, 6 Nadg petatodnnre of povosio dvayvmoifovrog Tév pvnuet-
axd tov yagaxrtiipa xai diatnedvrag 16 yolotovixd touv Svopa (Hagia
Sofya).

Tov Tovvio 10D 1931 émetpdny otév Thomas Whittemore vé, mooyw-
Q1oeL O€ AmoXAAVYY OOLOREVWY OToVdamY YNPWOWTOV KoY &elkovitouy
6V Inood X107, 11 @e0Té%0, Aylovg tiig Avatohric ‘OeB6d0Ene "Exxly-
olog tod Xeuotod, ®abdg xal xolotiavols adroredroges g Avotohxic
Popaixhc Attorpatooiogs ITodopato dmoraliodnxray xal &Alec yoloTiave-
uég doyadtTeg moU eiyay ®olvgle ré tove Obwuavotc (Ynedmté pé é-
Eamtéguyous ayyéhoug).

21ig 10 TovAiov 2020 dvaxowvddnxe T 16 TOVEXIXE Supufotilio Tig
‘Emwnpoateiog Exave denti alimon dvdxdnong 1ot «Zuvdéouov [100oqpodc
016 Baxnovgua, 1d lotoQurd uwvnuelo xai t6 megupdAlov», GVarGAETE AIo-
@aon 0¥ Yroveywod ZupBoulriov thg Tovoxiag the 24™ NoeuBolov 1934
®ol Em€toePe T neToTeomh To® pvnueiov of iohaund téusvoc.
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OvowoTind 1 &répaon 1ot Tovexiko® SupBoviiov Tig "Emtxoateiog
uetatoémer &x véou 16v Nad tiig Ayiag Toplag dmé pvnuelo ToMTIOTIRTC
xknpovoudg o€ ovpPolro xotéxrTnone Emmhéoy 1) anépaon toh Tovexixod
ZuuBoviiov "Emxporteiog énttoéner 016 Tovprind %pdtoc vé XONOLUOTOLET
Evo pvnpeto tod Xorotiavirot ol topod ué 1émo oy dmoPAénel vé, mo-
opdher Thv Avatohxrt ‘0p0680En Xowotiaviny Exxhnoio, &G ol Tig AoL-
TéS Av6, OV #6ouo yoLoTLoVIXES Opohoyies, xabdc 6 Nade 00Tog dmoTehel
Y18 toUg YoLoTIavoUs dvd tév #douo Eva and td draonudtega nai Goyond-
TeQQ delynata yoLotiovinig vaodopuiog UWVNUELORGYV OLALOTAOEWY.

16 o xhina, dvoxowddnxe dad 1 AledBuvon Oonoxevtindy Y-
moBéoewv thg Tovoriog &tL B& wohimrovial ol XOLOTLOVIXES QyLOYQpiES
100 pynpeiov xatd ) Sidoxen TV iohaun®dy TEOoEVYMY néco 0Té uvn-
ueto (dnhadn mévte pooé Tiv fuéoa) xai dév 06 émiroémetal 1 eloodoc xot-
VoD xotd 1) dudoxreia 1OV mpooevy®v. Enouévae, 84 mepropitetar 7 Ehev-
Beon medoPaon xowvol of dpLopuéves Hpeg xal 06 xaAUTTOVIOL TG YOLOTIO-
vixd otoigelo tob Naod, drowtnoidlovroc ué adtéyv 16v teomo Pdavavoo
v elndva xai Ty dxepardtnta Tob pvnuelov, TEOXEWEVOL V& ROTAOTET 10-
haprd téuevos. Elvan énione moogavée 8t ol goyooleg ouviienong TV XoL-
oTLiavIX@V agyototitwy tot Nood 84 dvoaotalov, xabdc dév cuupiBétov-
Tou TAEOV UE TH VEa Yenom Tod uynuelov.

Tév NG EmoxEénTovToL XOL0TLovol TQOoXVVYNTEC And Ao Tév #éopo,
ueraky t@v dmolwv xai uéhn ths Exxdnolog the ‘EAAGS0C, ol dmotol d€v B4
gxouvv dxdhutn medoPaon 0Té pvnuelo &v el THe HETOTEOTNS TOV OF loha-
w6 tépevog nal The dméroupng TdV yoLoTIoVIX@Y doxaoTiTmv Tov (Ynet-
SWTMYV %.AT.).

['d tovg Méyovs adtovg aitotuaote v6 Goxfoete Tic GopodidTnTéc
oag ®atd tig Alebveig ZuvBiueg 16 Tijv mpootaoio tol pvnuelov vl va éx-
dnhddoete Tiiv GAvTiBeCY OO OTH) UETATQOTTH TOV OF IOAOULRGS TEUEVOC.
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L TTovoyudtato Agylenioxono Kwvotaviivourdheng
rnol Oixovpevind Iotodoym %. BapBolopaio
2. 'EEoywtd %. Aixatepivy Zaxehhopomoviov
ITp6edpo thHs ‘EAAnviriic Anuoxpatiog
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To

The Hellenic Section

of the International Council
on Monuments and Sites
(HELLENIC ICOMOS)
Athens

As you know, as of March 16, 1983, the Turkish State has ratified the
International “Convention concerning the Protection of the World Cultural
and Natural Heritage” (UNESCO, Paris 1972).

The Church of the Holy Wisdom (Aghia Sophia) of God was founded
by the Christian Emperor Justinian, inaugurated on December 27, 537AD and
was designed as a space for religious worship, dedicated to the Wisdom of
God, Jesus Christ. It is a masterpiece of architectural genius and world-
renowned as a monument of Christian culture par excellence. Its value remains
universal because Christianity is of a supranational, ecumenical radiance.

After 1453 the church of Haghia Sophia was converted into a mosque.
From 1573 the church and its elements suffered damage caused by the
Ottoman State (destruction of Christian elements of the church, dismantling
or plastering of mosaics, coating of walls with Islamic motifs so that Christian
icon paintings may be covered) and additions irrelevant to its purpose at the
time of its construction (addition of minarets, addition of Islamic symbols of
Khalifs to the interior of the church) so that it may be used as a mosque. This
use was aimed at symbolising the conquest of Constantinople by the
Ottomans on a political level.

By means of a Cabinet decree of Turkey dated November 24, 1934, the
church was turned into a museum, its nature as a monument was recognized
and its Christian name (Haghia Sophia, Ayasofya) was preserved.

In June 1931, the American scholar and archaologist Thomas
Whittemore was allowed to proceed to the uncovering of certain significant
mosaics depicting Jesus Christ, the Mother of God, Saints of the Eastern
Orthodox Church of Christ, as well as Christian Emperors of the Eastern
Roman Empire. Recently, further Christian antiquities that had been covered
by the Ottomans were unveiled (mosaics depicting six-winged Seraphs).
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On July 10, 2020, it was announced that the Turkish Council of State
(10* Chamber) accepted an annulment claim lodged by the “Association of
Foundations and Service to Historical Artefacts and the Environment” and
revoked the aforementioned Turkish Cabinet decree of November 24, 1934,
thereby allowing the conversion of the monument into a mosque.

Essentially, the ruling of the Turkish Council of State converts the
Church of Haghia Sophia from a monument of cultural heritage into a symbol
of conquest. Moreover, the aforementioned ruling enables the Turkish State
to use a monument of Christian culture in a manner intended to insult the
Eastern Orthodox Christian Church as well as the other Christian
denominations around the world, as this church constitutes to the Christians
of the entire world one of the most famous and ancient examples of
monumental Christian church building.

In the same spirit, it was announced by the Directorate of Religious
Affairs of Turkey that the Christian frescoes of the monument will be covered
during Islamic prayers inside it (i.e. five times a day) no will members of the
public be allowed to enter it during prayers. Therefore, the free access of the
public during specific hours will be limited and the Christian elements of the
church will be covered, thus brutally mutilating the outlook and the integrity
of the monument, so that it may be rendered a mosque. Furthermore, it is
obvious that conservation work on the Christian antiquities of the of the
church will be suspended, as they are no longer compatible with the
repurposing of the monument.

The church is visited by Christian pilgrims from around the world,
among whom members of the Church of Greece, who from now on will have
no unobstructed access to the monument in view of its conversion into a
mosque and the hiding of its Christian antiquities (mosaics etc.).

For these reasons we kindly request that you exercise your powers
pursuant to the international treaties for the protection of the monument and
that you manifest your opposition to its conversion into a mosque in the
way(s) that you deem most effective.

tIERONYMOS of Athens, President
The Chief Secretary
t Philotheos of Oreoi
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True copy
The Chief Secretary

@vdlg :

Philotheos of Oreoi




Communicated to:
1. His All-Holiness Bartholomaios, Archbishop of Constantinople
and Ecumenical Patriarch
2. HE Ms Aekaterini Sakellaropoulou
President of the Hellenic Republic
3. HE Mr Kyriakos Mitsotakis
President of the Greek Government
4. HE Mr Nikolaos Dendias
Minister of Foreign Affairs
5. HE Ms Niki Kerameos
Minister of Education and Religious Affairs
6. HE Ms Lina Mendoni
Minister of Culture



