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HanvoHanbHBIE KOMHTET BH3aHTHHHMCTOB POCCHICKOI Oepepanyn
CONMUAAapU3npysCk ¢ HalpoHanbHbIMM KOMHTETAMH psAfia CTpaH, BXOMILUAMH B
MexnyHaponHyto accoUMaLMIO BH3AaHTMHMCKHX HCCIIEIOBAHMIA, BBIpa)kaeT
KpaHHIOI0 03a00YEHHOCTH BO3MOXHBIM H3MEHEHHMEM cTaTyca Myses Aifs
Codpst/Casiroti Coum, 4T0 Gyner mpeameToMm o6CYKIeHHS Ha IOPEACTOSAmEM 2
HMIOJIS Cero roja saceiqaHuu l'ocynapctBeHHoro copera Typenkod Pecrmy6muki.
IIpuHsATHE TAKOTO peleHHs] MOXKET IPUBECTH K H3MEHEHHIO peXHMa KOHTPOJIS 3a
COXpaHHOCTBIO M mnojaepxanveM Cssatoir Codum xak mamsarauka IOHECKO
MHPOBOT'O 3Ha4€HHS, & TAK)KE HETaTUBHO MOBJIMATH HA MEPCIEKTUBBI €10 U3yYEHHS
Hay4HBIM co00wecTBoM. [IpuHATHE TAKOrO pelleHnst MOKET CEephe3HO M HeTaTHBHO
NOBIHATE HAa MEXIAYHApOOHOE HAyYHOE COTPYAHUYECTBO YYEHBIX, IOBPEIHTH
pemyTtaiuu Typeukod pecnyONHKH, OpraHW3aTopa ¥ HHMIMATOpPA IPOBEICHHUS
MexayHapogHOro KOHrpecca BH3aHTHICKUX HMccaenosanuii B CtamGyie B 2021
rofmy.

HanroHansHBIH KOMUTET BU3AHTUHUCTOB POCCHIMCKOM Qe nepanuu nojaraer,
4TO HBIHEIHUH cTatyc Cearoi Coduu kak My3es, 00bEKTa HAYYHOTO U3YYEHUS U
Typu3Ma [OJDKCH COXpaHATbCA M B OyaymieM. MBI, B CBOIO O4Yepenb, Pabl
COTPYAHHYATh C TYPEUKMMH YYEHBIMUA M OOLIECTBEHHOCTHIO B JIEJie COXPaHEHUS U

[IPEYMHOX€EHUsL 00raToro KyJabTypHOro Hacnenus TypLyn.

Ot umenn HanmonansHoro Komurera BuzantuauctoB PO

[Ipesunent, akanemux PAH npodeccop C.I1.Kapnos
Bune-IIpe3unenr, akagemuk PAH U.I1.MenBenes
O1B. cexperaps K.u.H. M.B. I'paunanckuit
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The National Committee of Byzantine Studies of the Russian Federation in
solidarity with National Committees of other member-countries of the International
Association of Byzantine Studies, expresses its deepest concern with regard to
possible change in status of the Ayasofya/Hagia Sophia Museum. This issue will be
considered at the upcoming meeting of the Turkish Council of State, on July 2 this
year. Any decision to change the actual status of Hagia Sophia could lead to a change
in the regime of maintenance and preservation of Hagia Sophia, an outstanding
monument of World Cultural Heritage under the supervision of UNESCO.
Furthermore, such a decision would generate international disapproval and provide
ground for criticism by the scientific community. It could prove a serious obstacle
to further international cooperation between scholars, and undermine reputation of
the Republic of Turkey, the organizer and initiator of the International Congress of
Byzantine Studies, which is to take place in Istanbul in 2021.

The National Committee of Byzantine Studies of the Russian Federation
believes that the current status of Hagia Sophia as a museum and an object of
scientific research and world tourism should be preserved in the future. For our part,
we are happy to cooperate with the Turkish scholars and the broader community in

order to preserve, enhance and promote the rich cultural heritage of Turkey.

For the National Committee of Byzantine Studies of the Russian Federation
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